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descended from this family long lived a life of warfare against the Mughal lieutenants, until at length, in 1658, under Nasir Muhammad Kalhora, they began successfully to oppose the imperial troops, and to organize themselves into a regular government. At length, about 1701, Yar Muhammad Kalhora, assisted by the Sirai or Talpur tribe, seized upon Shikarpur, where he fixed his court, and obtained from the emperor Aurangzeb a grant of the tract between the Indus and the Nara, together with a regular title (Khuda Yar Khan) under the imperial system. By the year 1711 Yar Muhammad had farther overrun the Kandiaio and Larkana tracts, as well as the country around Sukkur.
On the death of Yar Muhammad Kalhora, in 1719, his ^son Nur Muhammad succeeded to his territories, and conquered the Shikarpur territory from the Daudputras. Sehwan and its dependencies also fell under his rule, and his territory extended from the Multan border to Tatta. The fort of Bukkur, however, did not come into the possession of the Kalhoras till 1736. With this exception, Nur Muhammad's authority stretched from the desert to the Baluchi mountains. During his reign the Talpur tribe of Baloch, who were to be the last native rulers of Sind, first came into notice in the person of Mir Bahrain, an able officer of the Kalhora kings. When Nadir Shah, the Persian conqueror, swooped upon Delhi in February, 1739, and broke down the decaying Mughal organization, all the provinces west of the Indus were detached from the empire and incorporated with the Persian dominions. Tatta and Shikarpur formed part of the territory thus ceded to Nadir Shah. Shortly after his return to Kabul, Nadir set out upon a second expedition against Sind and the Punjab, in order to repress his troublesome vassal Nur Muhammad. Two years earlier, the Kalhora prince had persuaded Sadik All, siilakdar of Tatta, to make over that province in return for a sum of 3 lakhs; and this transaction apparently aroused the anger of his new suzerain. On Nadir's approach Nur Muhammad at first fled to Umarkot, but afterwards surrendered with the loss of Shikarpur and Sibi, which the Shah made over to the Daudputras and Afghans. An annual tribute of 20 lakhs was also imposed upon the Kalhora prince.
On Nadir Shah's death Sind became tributary, in 1748, to Ahmad Shah, Durrani, In 1754, the tribute being in arrears, Ahmad Shah advanced against Sind, and Nur Muhammad fled to Jaisalmer, where he died. His son, Muhammad Murad Yar Khan, managed to appease the Afghan ruler, and obtained a confirmation of his rank and power. He founded the town of Muradabad. In 1757 his subjects rose against his oppressive government and dethroned him, placing his brother Ghulam Shah upon the throne. The new prince, in 1762, invaded Cutch, and during the next year took the seaports of Basta